JUNE The Shutterbug Ten Ways to be a Better
2025 & newsteer o rinty arts Photo it Nature Photographer this Year




—_— 0\
r~\ |
TRINITY ARTS
PHOTO CLUB

2025 Club Officers

President Monte Zillinger

Vice President Anne Dyson

Secretary Larry Marx
Treasurer/Membership Jan Stout
Officers at Large Teresa Hughes, Bill Webb
2025 TAPC Committee Chairs
Competition Mark Lenz

Judges Greg Richards

Newsletter Laura Richards, Kammi Barnard
Outings Bev Sharp, Jennifer Bell
Programs Del ania Truly, Carolyn Bobo

Web/Media Bruce Hutter
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June Meeting
Date: Monday, June 23, 7:00 pm (CST)
Location: Generations Park, 2801 Forest

Ridge Dr., Bedford
Program Speaker: Russell Graves

Raised in rural Texas, Russell Graves is the product
of a modest, blue-collar upbringing, a stalwart
work ethic, and a family who put no bounds on his
imagination and creativity.

When he was 19, he had his first photographs
and article published in a magazine. When he
was 20, he earned his first magazine cover. By his
own admission, the work now appears marginal
and sophomoric. It was the spark, however, that
ignited the fire to keep him going and perfect his
creative craft.

After earning a degree in agriculture education
from East Texas State University (now Texas A&M-
Commerce), Russell went out to the sparsely
populated Texas Panhandle, where he was hired
to teach agriculture science for the Childress

© Russell Graves

Independent School District. In his 16-year teaching
career, he was named Texas Agriscience Teacher
of the Year on three occasions and a finalist for
National Agriscience Teacher of the Year twice.

Upon leaving teaching in 2009, Russell continued
his life’s work by capturing the people and places
outside of city limits in innovative and authentic
ways. In 2018, Russell started leading photographic
workshops and sharing his knowledge and love
of the outdoors and photography. Since then,
Russell has led hundreds of guests on adventures
worldwide.

In the media, Russell's been called a rural
renaissance man, recognized as one of the top
photographers in Texas, and praised by editors,
art directors, and audiences alike for his ability to
connect people and places through his written,
spoken, and photographic stories.

When he’s not in the field teaching or doing
projects for one of his clients, Russell is found on
his beloved Hackberry Farm driving his tractor and
doing tasks that benefit the land and her denizens
therein. He now lives a mile from the small stock
farm on which he was raised. Black dirt and creek
water is a powerful poultice.

www.russellgraves.com


http://www.trinityartsphotoclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/209893389026774/
https://www.russellgraves.com/index
mailto:rci85%40yahoo.com?subject=Newsletter
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Topic: Ten Ways to be a Better Nature Photographer thls Year

Often, becoming better at nature (or any kind of) photography,
doesn’t involve buying any knew gear. Often, it’s just shoring up
a few small techniques that bear big dividends in your success.
In this webinar, Russell Graves will discuss some of the small
things you can work on that will make you a better nature

photographer.

© Russell Graves
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Secrets of Landscape Photography




New Location

Starting in July, we will have our meetings at a new
location. Due to increased cost at the Bedford YMCA,
we looked for an alternative and the board decided
on Martin United Methodist Church. The address is
2621 Bedford Rd., in Bedford. There is a large parking
lot on the north side. Please park there and use the
main entrance on the west side; not the sanctuary
entrance on the east side. We will have someone in
the parking lot to direct people to the correct room.
Please note that the June meeting is still at the
original location. Don't hesitate to contact the board
if you have any questions.

No Newsletter in July

This newsletter is being published for June with
presentation information for both June and July. The
winners for the competitions in July and August will
be in the August issue. If you have any questions,
please contact Laura Richards at: rci85@yahoo.com
or Kammi Barnard at: Kammibarnard@yahoo.com

grimmjeff@att.net

© Dennis Fritsche

July Meeting

Date: Monday, July 28, 7:00 pm (CST)
Location: Martin United Methodist Church,
2621 Bedford Rd., Bedford

Program Speaker: Dennis Fritsche

Dennis Fritsche joined the Plano Photography
Club in 2006 where he has served as Program
Chairman and President. He serves as the
webmaster with David Boomstein, the Education
Director for on-line classes, in conjunction with
the Plano Photography Club where Dennis is the
Training Chairman. The Plano Photography Club
stopped having monthly print competitions, so
he searched for a club that valued printing and
joined the Dallas Camera Club in 2009 where he
currently serves as President, Webmaster, and
Education Director.

He is an engineer by education and filled
engineering and management positions at Texas
Instruments for 32 years until he retired in 2009.
He started photography in the early 70’s, although
he says, “I was bad at it.” In 2001 as he started
contemplating retirement, he decided to find a
hobby. Digital photography was just starting, so

© Dennis Fritsche

he combined his long-lost interest in photography
with his knowledge of electronics and computers.
It proved to be a good match. He applied himself
and kept learning and improving his skills.

He gravitates toward landscape photography
because he likes the beauty and variety in the
natural world. Most importantly, rocks and trees
mostly stay in one place and don’t talk back. He
dabbles in other photographic genres, such as
abstracts, conceptual works, close-up, still life,
wildlife and birds. Dennis says, “I'll have to work
on my patience to improve in wildlife and birds.”

There are several things that keep him enthused
about photography. Teaching and learning keeps
him sharp and challenged. He participates in a
print study group with a few other outstanding
photographers who push him to improve. He
also enters several outside competitions to gain
feedback and encouragement.

www.dennisfritsche.com

Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,
Other): IG - Dennis Fritsche (@dennis.fritsche.14)
Instagram photos and videos
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Topic: Secrets of Landscape Photography

Dennis Fritsche will share the “secrets” he’s learned over the years through his experience
with photography trips and club memberships. With a focus on landscape, some of the secrets
he will share includes location, timing, lighting, focusing and exposure.

[
L

© Dennis Fritsche

© Dennis Fritsche

The Shutterbug | June/July 2025 | 6



Meet our judges

June

Ting Huang is an Associate Professor of Photography
and Chair of Communication Arts at Tarrant County
College, Northeast Campus. Ting specializes in street and
documentary photography. Her photography has taken
her around the world; she is particularly interested in the
American west and scenes from Taiwan. Ting’s work has
been exhibited and published internationally.

Ting has been an educator of photography in the DFW
area since 2014. She conducts workshops around the
metroplex. Her areas of teaching expertise include analog
photography, digital photography and bookmaking.

She has a Bachelor of Music in Composition from

the University of Texas in Arlington and an MFA in
Photography from the San Francisco Art Institute. While
at SFAI, she studied under Henry Wessel Jr., Darcy Padilla,
Linda Connor and Reagan Louie.

July

Marea Downey has been
published in newspapers, books
and magazines. She has been
given commissions for commerecial
work. The National Portrait
Gallery in London acquired one

of her portraits. She has given
photographic seminars at colleges, and talks to many
camera clubs. She worked for twelve years with high
school students to prepare photographic entries into the
state-wide art contest and was delighted to see those
entries highly placed.

In 2011 and 2012 she provided many of the images for
the book which accompanied the BBC television series,
“The Fisherman’s Apprentice” with Monty Halls; a six-
part series of one-hour programs.

In 2016 she was awarded the distinction of Licentiate
with the Royal Photographic Society, London. In 2022 she
was awarded the distinction of Associate of the Royal
Photographic Society in London.

Trinity Arts Photo Club Competitions

June - Flowers
Please submit photos with a flower or many
flowers in this competition

July — The Great Outdoors

Entry Deadline - July 1, 2025

The name says it all. Not the boring outdoors,
or the mediocre outdoors, but the GREAT
Outdoors. Lots of subjects from the mountains
to the sea and everything in between. Just
look for something.

August — Night Scenes

Images for this competition will include any
images taken from the evening blue hour until
the morning blue hour. The sky is the limit on
potential subjects you can choose from.

September — Open

“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera
and/or with post-processing.

October — Procrastinator’s Delight

Topic will be chosen from a hat at the August
meeting. Photos must be taken between

the drawing and the October 1 competition
deadline. No shooting ahead. No looking
through archived photos. You have a limited
window of time to take this competition topic.

November — Long Exposure

This competition calls for photos with exposure
longer than 0.5 seconds and can include photos
with ICM (intentional camera movement) or
sharp images like nightscapes, night skies, or
soft flowing waterfalls or waves in the sea.

December - Holiday Party

Photo by Marsumilae on Unsplash

Remember to vote for the
People's Choice awards for June!
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June Outing
Date: June 21st at 10:00 am at the front gate

Location: Fort Worth Zoo
Website: www.fortworthzoo-org

Admission: To skip the line you can buy your
ticket online.

Adults: 13+ S20 Seniors: 65+ $16
Parking: S5/vehicle (you may want to carpool)

The FW Zoo has been recently chosen as one
of the top 10 zoos to visit in the U.S. It will be
a great place for wildlife photography, big and
small. The Predators of Asia and Africa is now
open, too.

Meet just inside the front gate at 10:00 am.
Remember, June it will start getting hot so
wear sunscreen, comfortable clothes, shoes,
and bring a hat.

Lunch: There are several restaurants at
the zoo so we do not need to go out of
the park for lunch in case you want to stay
longer. However, other nearby restaurants
are available if you want to drive to those
locations. We can decide when we get there.

Email Jennifer Bell at jennbell73@att.net or
text her at 214-796-8812 to let her know
which outings you are participating in. If it
rains these outings will be canceled.

© Fort Worth Zoo website

ATTENTION: Please note that there will
not be an outing in July, because the
chairpersons felt it would be too hot.

May Outing Recap

Ten people enjoyed taking photographs at John Bunker Sands Wetland Center. The visitor center was very nice This is a bird lover's paradise. The
birds sighted during the outing included the Dickcissel, Yellow-Billed Cuckoo, Kildeer, Scissor-tailed Flycathers, Wilson's Phalarope and others. After
spending several hours at the Center, the group went to Rudis Napolis in Seagoville for a delicious Italian meal.

© Laura Richar_ds

© Mark Lenz
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The group photo from left to right is: Mark Lenz, Greg Richards, ~ One of the many Dickcissels that were seen.
Susan Taylor, Laura Richards, Jennifer Bell, Mike Stokic, Mary
Stokic, Monte Zillinger, Linda Zillinger and Lesa Keys

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo
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3rd Place
Ohana Church
Nancy Irwin

© Nancy Irwin

© Linda Zillinger

1st Place Little Bird Linda Zillinger
"This photo was taken during an early morning walk on the
beach this past January. The lighting was perfect, the bird
was still for the moment and | was able to get a nice shot
during a beautiful morning stroll."
(Nikon D500, 300mm, 6.3, 1/500 sec, ISO 800)

- Linda Zillinger

Honorable Mention
Spring Wings
Leanna Mendoza

Saxxy!
Leanna Mendoza
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2nd Place Sunrise Beach Gallop Greg Richards
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May Contest Winners — Open

© Delania Truly

1st Place Aspen Dew Delania Truly
"This beautiful setting happened in early
October 2021 near Telluride, Colorado. It had
rained overnight and | searched for a scene
to include drops of water. | found this aspen
leaf laying on some wood and immediately
loved the contrast of bright yellow and the
dark texture. | repositioned the leaf slightly
on the wood as you see it, careful not to
disturb the raindrops. In post, | removed a few
distractions and made a few tone and texture
adjustments."
(Nikon Z7ii with 70-200 /2.8 lens at 135mm,
ISO 64, 1/500 sec, f/2.8)

- Delania Truly

© Laura Richards

Laura Richards

3rd Place Sunrise at Coquina Beach

© Mark Lenz
© Nancy Abby

2nd Place Taking the Garden Path Mark Lenz

o

Honorable Mentin
The Settee and its Secrets
Nancy Abby

© Bob Oatman

F-’eople’s Choice
Great Blue Heron and Reflection
Bob Oatman
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