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Oak Cradle - A published book 
of visual and literary art 
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Secretary Larry Marx
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2024 TAPC Committee Chairs 

Competition Mark Lenz

Judges Greg Richards

Newsletter Laura Richards, Kammi Barnard

Outings

Programs 

Web/Media Bruce Hutter

 Have something to contribute? 
Email Laura Richards: rci85@yahoo.com

Chantel L. Carlson teaches creative writing, 
drama and performance studies, poetry, and 
film/visual culture at Texas Christian University.  
She is a playwright, poet, and photographer.  
Her one-act plays, Six Feet Apart and The 
Exhibit, were published by Next Stage Press, and 
her dramatic scene “Distance” was published 
in Writing Texas. In addition, her poetry book, 
Oak Cradle, was published by Shanti Arts.  Her 
poetry has also appeared in The Southern 
Poetry Anthology Volume VIII: Texas, Writing 
Texas, Unlocking the Word: An Anthology of 
Found Poetry, Anti-Heroin Chic, TEJASCOVIDO, 
and Snapdragon: A Journal of Art & Healing. Her 
poetry chapbook, Turning 25, was published by 
Nous-zot Press. She lives in Arlington, Texas with 
her family.

Karen D. Gros has built successful businesses 
in both piano performance/pedagogy and 
portrait photography. Driven by a passion for 
creativity and a desire to make a meaningful 

impact through images, she engages with 
audiences in a way that is both authentic and 
compelling. Blurring the lines between life and 
art, she reminds us that the world around us 
is a constantly evolving canvas waiting to be 
explored and transformed. Whether through 
photography or other forms of art, Karen believes 
that life imitates art and that our experiences 
are shaped by the stories we tell ourselves. Her 
photography has appeared in Writing Texas. In 
addition to her photography work, Karen has 
a career in Marketing Communications, with a 
talent for creating compelling images, messages, 
and campaigns. Karen is based in the vibrant city 
of New Orleans, where she draws inspiration 
from the city’s rich culture and history.

July Meeting 
Date: Monday, July 22, 7:00 pm (CST)
Location: Generations Park, 
2801 Forest Ridge Dr., Bedford

Program Speakers: 
Chantel L. Carlson                Karen D. Gros
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http://www.trinityartsphotoclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/209893389026774/
mailto:rci85%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Topic:  Oak Cradle - A published book 
of visual and literary art to examine grief
In 2011 photographer Karen D. Gros 
made a series of images featuring 
Emily Knobloch in her family home 
in Thibodaux, Louisiana, along with 
heirloom objects found in her attic-
old photographs, furniture, and a black 
linen mourning dress. What Gros never 
could have predicted is that ninety days 
after these images were taken, her 
nineteen-year-old son, Garrett, would 
die by suicide. He drove his car head on 
into an oak tree. Gros literally became 

the mourning woman in the images, 
and her photography became a way for 
her to cope with this unimaginable loss. 
Poet Chantel L. Carlson saw the images 
in 2015 and immediately wanted to 
know the underlying narrative. Their 
ensuing conversations about grief, 
loss, and perseverance resulted in this 
magnificent collection of poems and 
photographs intended to support and 
remind grieving individuals that they 
are not alone.
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© Karen D. Gros
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Meet our judges
Trinity Arts Photo Club Competitions
July – Sunset
Photos taken in the evening golden hour closely 
before or after the actual sunset time.  This will 
make those of you like to sleep in happy that we 
did not pick sunrise instead.

August – Panoramic
Entry Deadline - August 1, 2024
Either multiple images of a subject stitched 
together in photo processing software or a single 
image that mimics a multi-image panorama, 
generally a wide or tall scene or structure.

September – Open
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera and/
or with post-processing.

October – Procrastinator’s Delight
Topic will be chosen from a hat at the August 
meeting. Photos must be taken between 
drawing and the October 1 competition 
deadline. No shooting ahead. No looking through 
archived photos. You have a limited window of 
time to take this competition topic.

November – Capturing Speed
Photos that capture something that is speedy; 
a hare, a car, a plane, a motorboat, a cyclist, a 
runner…  No tortoises please.

December – Holiday Party

July
Rob Hull is a Certified 
Professional Photographer and 
owner of Coppell, Texas-based 
GreatPhotography. Rob started 
GreatPhotography over 20 
years ago and in that time has 
offered commercial, portrait, and 
freelance services to thousands of clients.

Rob has also been a popular photography instructor 
with SMU's Continuing and Professional Education. 
Since 1998 over 3,000 students have attended his 
classes. Students have also enjoyed workshops in such 
majestic locals as Banff National Park, Olympic National 
Park, the Grand Tetons, the desert southwest, and the 
Texas Hill Country. 

Find more about Rob Hull at: 
https://www.greatphotography.com

August
Edgar Miller is a native Texan 
living in Fort Worth. He is a 
portrait, commercial, and fine 
art photographer. Over the past 
two decades, he has showcased 
his work and received awards 
in various Texas and national 
exhibitions. His fine art photographs are also in private 
collections. Edgar Miller is a long-time member of the 
Texas Photographic Society and the Texas Artists Coalition. 

Additionally,  Edgar Miller teaches photography to groups 
and individuals getting started or wanting to learn new 
skills. He considers it a joy to share knowledge with people 
with similar photographic passions. His photography draws 
inspiration from his late father and also from his college 
photo professor, Keith Carter. 

Find more about Edgar Miller at:
https://www.edgarmillerimages.com

Remember to vote for the 
People's Choice awards for July!

Make sure your vote counts!!!! Please make 
sure you click the "Save Rank Values" button 
after voting on each group. When you click 
"Save Rank Values", the thumbnail images 
are arranged in the order you selected from 
1 through 4. Duplicate and missing numbers 
are fine and are not re-numbered. Remove a 
rank value by setting it to zero. Drag and drop 
ordering is preserved for images without a 
rank value. When you are done with both 
Beginner and Advanced groups voting, there 
is a box to check with the text in blue beside 
it.  Please make sure you check that box 
before exiting to make your vote count. This 
is checked when you are finished setting your 
image rank values for all Competition Levels. 
The rank values will be recomputed to be 
sequential, starting with 1. Values exceeding 
the maximum number of votes will have 
their rank value cleared. 

To reiterate:
There are two steps you need to do. 
1.	 Click on "Save Rank Values" 
2.	 Check the box to indicate you are finished 

voting.

https://www.greatphotography.com/
https://www.edgarmillerimages.com
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Honorable Mention    
2024 Eclipse with Pink Cross   
Beverly Sharp

Beginner
May Contest Winners – Open

1st Place and People’s Choice     
Colorful    Lesa Key

People’s ChoiceAward©
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3rd Place    
Manicure, please.  
Kammi Barnard
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2nd Place      I’m Superwoman    Lesa Key
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“This was taken in a park at La Fortuna, Costa Rica. 
This gorgeous bird called a Rufous-Tailed Jacamar 
landed on a branch closer to the trail with more 
light. To our delight, it stayed for quite some time. 
This particular angle was perfect with the leaves in 
the background and the bright colors in the sun. In 
post-processing, I cropped it into a portrait image, 
lifted the shadows and reduced the highlights as 
the iridescent feathers were reflecting the light.” 
(Canon EOS R6, 600mm, f6.3, ISO 6400, 1/400)

-Lesa Key



The Shutterbug  |  July 2024  |  6

“When we look at the night sky around here 
it is not very dramatic.  For drama we have 
to get to locations that don’t have so much 
light pollution that keeps us from really seeing 
what’s up there.  This image was taken at the 
“Old Rock Kirke” near Cranfills Gap about 
100 miles south of DFW where the skies are 
darker.  I put some lights inside the church to 
take advantage of the stained glass and just 
positioned my tripod to get the Milky Way 
where I wanted it in the frame.  Using a wide-
angle lens of 16 mm let me set the exposure 
time at 20 seconds without too much trailing 
of the stars.  The other settings were f/4.0 and 
ISO at 3200.  Some work in Adobe Lightroom 
helps to bring out the galactic core of the 
Milky Way.” 

– Bill Webb

Advanced

1st Place     Heavens Above St. Olaf   Bill Webb

3rd Place     
Nighthawks at the Pho & Italian     
Susan Taylor
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Honorable Mention     Wild Blue Yonder    Mike Stokic

May Contest Winners – Open

2nd Place     Lost Pier at Sunrise     Lana Macko

People’s ChoiceAward
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People’s Choice     
Creature of the Night
Chandra Brooks
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Honorable Mention    
Texan Patriotism
 Kammi Barnard

Beginner
June Contest Winners – 
Texas Themed

2nd Place     Texas*Texas   Teresa Hughes

“This bluebonnet picture was taken near Ennis, Texas along the 
area’s Bluebonnet Trail. I like the leading lines of the fence and 
the road. Mostly, I enjoy the relaxed feeling of this scene.  For 
this image, I used a little dehaze and decreased the shadows 
a bit.  The photographer who critiqued the photo suggested 
moving slightly to omit the red wildflowers from the scene.  
I, however, deliberately positioned myself to include the 
red flowers among the bluebonnets. Either way would be a 
lovely picture, I think. If you’ve not been to Ennis during the 
bluebonnets blooming in Spring, I recommend doing so if you 
enjoy this type of photography. If possible, I suggest going 
during the week or at least early in the day, as it can get busy 
which makes taking the photos more challenging.”   
(Nikon D5300, 50 mm, 1/160, f/11, ISO 200) 

- Kammi Barnard

1st Place and People’s Choice    
Sunday Afternoon Drive in Texas    Kammi Barnard
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People’s ChoiceAward
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Advanced

"This photo was taken at a Fort Worth Camera 
photo event at the Cowtown Coliseum with 
many different opportunities to try different 
kinds of photography.  They had Nikon lenses 
to borrow at the event and I think I used the 70-
200 f2.8 lens for this image.  I’ve always enjoyed 
trying to get good panning images, that being 
an important part of bird photography and 
also aviation photography when you need to 
keep what is flying in the frame and hopefully 
sharp while the background can be blurry. This 
panning image that I took that evening was 
well-focused.”  
(Nikon D7500, 100mm, f2.8, ISO 160, 1/60)

-Mark Lenz
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Honorable Mention     
Simply make music…     Mike Stokic
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June Contest Winners – 
Texas Themed

People’s Choice     As Texas as it Gets    Bill Webb
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People’s ChoiceAward
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2nd Place    We Serve Cold Beer   Lynne Harris Rogers

1st Place    Riding through the Blur    Mark Lenz

3rd Place     
The Leader

Nancy Abby


