
The Shutterbug  |  January 2025  |  1

The ShutterbugJAN
2025   a newsletter of Trinity Arts Photo Club

 ©
 E

dg
ar

 M
ill

er

 Light and Composition



The Shutterbug  |  January 2025  |  2

2025 Club Officers 

President Monte Zillinger

Vice President Anne Dyson

Secretary Larry Marx

Treasurer/Membership Jan Stout

Officers at Large Teresa Hughes, Bill Webb

2025 TAPC Committee Chairs 

Competition Mark Lenz

Judges Greg Richards

Newsletter Laura Richards, Kammi Barnard

Outings Bev Sharp, Jennifer Bell

Programs DeLania Truly, Carolyn Bobo

Web/Media Bruce Hutter

 Have something to contribute? 
Email Laura Richards: rci85@yahoo.com

www.trinityartsphotoclub.org

Edgar Miller is a native Texan living in Fort Worth 
working as a full-time portrait, commercial, 
and fine art photographer. His experience as 
a photographer started in the darkroom back 
in 1979. Yes, it means he is from the film era! 
He has a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, and his 
passion extends beyond photography, drawing, 
and painting to include a solid knowledge base in 
science and math.

Putting people in their best light in a comfortable, 
relaxed setting is one of his specialties. He enjoys 
creating wonderful photographs of families, high 
school seniors, couples, and pets to cherish for 
generations.

His technical mastery of photography and 
editing allows him to photograph any subject 
for commercial use. He represents products 

January Meeting
Date: Monday, January 27, 7:00 pm (CST)
Location: Generations Park, 2801 Forest 
Ridge Dr., Bedford 
Program Speaker: Edgar Miller
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or places using high-resolution cameras and 
industry-standard color calibration to put the 
subject in its best light.

His fine art photography is an extension of the 
drawing and painting skills of his art degree. Over 
the past two decades, he has showcased his work 
and received awards in various Texas and national 
exhibitions. His fine art photographs are also in 
private collections. He is proud to be a long-time 
member of the Texas Photographic Society and 
the Texas Artists Coalition. 

Additionally, he teaches photography to groups 
and individuals getting started or wanting to 
learn new skills. It is a joy to share his knowledge 
with people with similar photographic passions.

All his photography draws inspiration from his 
late father and his college photo professor, Keith 
Carter. He is constantly seeking innovative ways 
to capture subjects through his lens.

On a personal note, he has been married to his 
best friend/assistant/wife for over 30 years. She 
also is his equipment specialist (which means 
she holds camera equipment on shoots). They 
added that in their marriage vows; “To have and 
to hold my camera gear...” He loves the outdoors, 
specifically, the mountains, and his favorite food 
group is chocolate chip cookies!
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Topic:  
Light and Composition
Photography is a wonderful mix of technical 
and aesthetic properties coming together to 
create a visual record, a cherished memory, 
or show beauty in the world. This talk will 
reinforce that mix and add insights to help 
photographers create better photographs. 
www.edgarmillerimages.com
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Meet our judges
Trinity Arts Photo Club Competitions

January
Russell Graves, a graduate of 
Dodd City High School and East 
Texas State University, was an a 
Agriscience teacher in Childress, 
Texas for 16 years where he 
was named Texas Agriscience 
Teacher of the Year on three occasions.

Upon leaving teaching in 2009, Russell continued his 
life’s work by capturing the people and places outside 
of city limits in authentic ways. In the ensuing years, he 
built on his experience and churned out content for cli-
ents through magazine pieces, advertising campaigns, 
television projects, and numerous books. 

Since 2018, Russell has been leading photographic 
workshops and sharing his knowledge and love of the 
outdoors and photography. Since then, Russell has led 
hundreds of guests on adventures worldwide.

www.russellgraves.com

January – Open
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera 
and/or with post-processing

February – Geometric Shapes
Entry Deadline - February 1, 2025
Even if you failed Geometry back in HS, you 
can ace this photo contest by picking the right 
subject and firing away. Any shapes based 
on math principles, such as a square, circle, 
triangle, etc. or a three-dimensional sphere, 
cube, cylinder, etc.

March – Motion
Motion photography is about showing movement. 
Adding a slight blur of the action to your shot 
can tell a story. This storytelling element makes 
the images less static and unexpected. Two 
techniques for capturing motion in photography 
are (a) a blurred subject with the background 
in focus and (b) a blurred background with the 
subject in focus or a combination of the two.

April –Fences
Don’t get fenced in by this topic.  Be creative 
and find a fence that says “winning photo” 
and take the shot.  Walls and other similar 
structures need not apply.

May – Open
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera 
and/or with post-processing.

June – Flowers
Please submit photos with a flower or many 
flowers in this competition

July – The Great Outdoors
The name says it all.  Not the boring outdoors, 
or the mediocre outdoors, but the GREAT 
Outdoors.  Lots of subjects from the mountains 
to the sea and everything in between.  Just 
look for something

August – Night Scenes
Images for this competition will include any 
images taken from the evening blue hour until 
the morning blue hour. The sky is the limit on 
potential subjects you can choose from.

September – Open
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera 
and/or with post-processing.

October – Procrastinator’s Delight
Topic will be chosen from a hat at the August 
meeting. Photos must be taken between 
the drawing and the October 1 competition 
deadline. No shooting ahead. No looking 
through archived photos. You have a limited 
window of time to take this competition topic.

November – Long Exposure
This competition calls for photos with exposure 
longer than 0.5 seconds and can include photos 
with ICM (intentional camera movement) or 
sharp images like nightscapes, night skies, or 
soft flowing waterfalls or waves in the sea.

December – Holiday Party

February
Franklin Countryman is an 
experienced educator with a 
demonstrated history of working 
in both secondary and higher 
education. His skills include Analog 
and Digital Photography, Art 
History, Darkroom and Alternative 
Photographic Processes, and the Adobe Creative Suite.
He is a dedicated Texas-certified education professional 
with a master’s focused in Fine Arts/Photography from 
University of Arkansas with over 10 years’ experience in 
education and as an artist working in photography. 

In his spare time Franklin enjoys spending time with his 
wife and dogs running a 501c that fosters and adopts 
beagles and going to live music concerts and festivals. 
Adventure is out there!

www.russellgraves.com
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Holiday Party 2024
Everyone had a great time at the annual party this year. Lana Macko was our welcoming committee dressed up in her festive outfit. Beautiful 
decorations were on the table, a delicious dinner was served at the Mexican Inn Cafe in Bedford and scrumptious cupcakes were brought 
for dessert. Special thanks to Teresa Hughes and Leanna Mendoza for putting this together. Teresa Hughes gave out the President's Award to 
Nancy Abby for all her contributions to the club. The Photographer of the Year was also announced. The lucky winners were Lesa Key for the 
beginner category and Bill Webb for the advanced category.

Club News
Membership Renewal
It's that time again. Just a quick reminder 
that you need to renew your membership 
in TAPC. The form is attached in the 
email with the newsletter. Membership 
is for a calendar year but you can join 
at any time (our modest dues are even 
prorated). Annual dues are: Family-$45, 
Individual-$35, and Student-$25. There 
are three methods of payment and are 
as follows: cash (make sure your name 
is included), check (payable to TRINITY 
ARTS PHOTO CLUB) and Zelle. Jan Stout is 

our membership officer. If you have any 
questions, please contact her at:

tapc.memberdues@gmail.com

Officers and Chairs for 2025
2025 Club Officers
President        	 Monte Zillinger
Vice President                  	 Anne Dyson
Secretary        	 Larry Marx
Treasurer/Membership	 Jan Stout
Officers at Large             	 Teresa Hughes
	 Bill Webb

2025 TAPC Committee Chairs
Competition	 Mark Lenz
Judges	 Greg Richards
Newsletter	 Laura Richards
	 Kammi Barnard
Outings	 Bev Sharp
	 Jennifer Bell
Programs	 DeLania Truly		
	 Carolyn Bobo
Web/Media	 Bruce Hutter
The above officers and committee chairs were 
approved. We are pleased that all positions are 
filled and are looking forward to an exciting 
year of photography, outings and presentations.

Nancy Abby enjoying the buffet.

Club members enjoying the party at the Mexican Inn.
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Nancy Abby receiving the President’s 
Award from Teresa Hughes. 
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The decorations

Lynne Harris and Lana Macko
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Beginner
October Contest Winners – 
Procrastinator’s Delight - Looking through Glass

2nd Place     Lantana     Greg Richards

3rd Place    Looking thru Air and Water    Darrell Smith

1st Place     Spangled Up in Blue   Lesa Key Honorable Mention &
People’s Choice    
Visual Deception     
Kammi Barnard
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"I was wandering around the house trying to find 
something to fit the theme of the contest when I spotted 
the flower arrangement on the dining room table. The 
vase is blue with silver flecks and inside holding the 
flowers are white and clear marbles. I took a number of 
pictures with natural light. I cropped the image to focus 
on the marbles and the flecks of silver in the glass."
(1/125, f/5.6, ISO 8000, 30 mm, Canon EOS R6)   

-  Lesa Key
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Advanced
October Contest Winners – 
Procrastinator’s Delight - Looking through Glass

1st Place     A Closer Look    Bill Webb
"When I began to work on an image for the topic “Through the Looking 
Glass,” the title of the book by Lewis Carol provided the inspiration. 
To create the scene, I gathered some old books and used them for the 
background, printed a title page on parchment paper, trimmed that to fit 
another old book and then; while holding the large, antique magnifying 
glass in one hand, I took the photo using my iPhone held in the other 
hand.  The resulting image is a single exposure – no layers in Photoshop, 
just some vignetting to keep attention focused (pun intended) on the 
title page seen through the glass." (1/120, f/1.5, ISO 64, 6 mm)   

-  Bill Webb

2nd Place & People’s Choice   Wispy Colors    Nancy Abby
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Honorable Mention    
Wine as My Muse
Lana Macko

3rd Place   Morning Dew Softened Under Glass     Laura Richards
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Beginner
November Contest Winners – Capturing Speed

2nd Place     Admiring Speed   Greg Richards

3rd Place & People’s Choice   Rounding the Barrel    Kammi Barnard

1st Place     Riding a Fast Wave     Monte  Zillinger

©
 G

re
g 

Ri
ch

ar
ds

©
 M

on
te

  Z
ill

in
ge

r

©
 K

am
m

i B
ar

na
rd

Honorable Mention     
Pilot!    
Linda  Zillinger©
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"In January 2020 Linda and I went to Oahu, Hawaii to take a 
photography class. Who knew COVID would shut the place down 
when we left. On our second stop the instructor took us to the beach 
to photograph surfers. My lens only zooms out to 300 mm so I had 
to crop the photo to get what I wanted." (Shutter priority at 1/800s, 
f5.6 and ISO 280. )

-  Monte Zillinger
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Advanced
November Contest Winners – Capturing Speed

1st Place & People’s Choice     
Streaks of Light    Nancy Abby
"Taken on a photograph workshop to 
Great Smoky Mountains. One of the 
instructors drove a truck around the bend 
for taillights and came back backwards for 
headlights on a basically deserted back 
road." (Shutter was 13 sec, F/22, ISO 100)  

-  Nancy Abby

2nd Place   Zoomin” to DFW    Bill Webb
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Honorable Mention    
Faster After the Rain     
Mahannah Pike

3rd Place   Inverted Majesty     Nancy Abby
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Outings/Field Trips  
Scavenger Hunt in Grapevine
On Saturday November 23rd, ten to 
twelve of members met at Harvest Hall 
in Grapevine at 9 am to participate in a 
scavenger hunt organized by Lynne Rogers 
Harris. We were given approximately 1.5 
hours to take photos on the list that was 
given to us when we arrived. It was a 
beautiful day with a lot of holiday activities 
and people enjoying themselves. We then 
returned to Harvest Hall and had lunch 

while we selected ten photos to share later 
on. A room was reserved at the Grapevine 
Recreation Center. Everyone enjoyed seeing 
what photos were taken to represent the 
topics on the list. Some were duplicates 
and others were unique. 
Vitruvian Park in Addison
Another outing organized by Lynne Rogers 
Harris was at Vitruvian Park on Monday, 
December 2nd. Approximately ten 
members met at the Vitruvian Park Tavern 
and had dinner. This enabled us to beat the 
traffic and wait for the sun to set. The lights 
on the trees in the park were beautiful 
with the reflection on the water. Everyone 
enjoyed capturing unique photos. Some 
photos taken by the members are on the 
right and below.

Both of these events were a lot of fun. 
Outings give you an opportunity to get to 
know the members of the club and learn 
something new. The topic was funny.
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This photo had multiple choices, 
which included unique sign, 
transportation, star and the 
word “Grapevine.”
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Beginner Photographer of the Year 

Lesa Key

When and how did you become interested in 
photography? 
I have been taking snapshots for many years, but did 
not get serious about photography until about eight 
years ago. As I got more familiar with the camera 
and added lenses, I spent more time at the local 
parks. The Barred Owls at Colleyville Nature Center 
hooked me on becoming a nature photographer.

What benefits do you most enjoy being a member 
of a photography club?
I love the guest speakers who share their 
experiences, meeting members who have 
generously shared tips to help me improve, and 
going on the outings as it is a great way to get to 
know members and experience different types of 
photography.

What is your favorite photograph you submitted into competition 
this year, and why is it a favorite? 
That's a difficult choice. I love the elk in my photo titled "Confidence." 
He was a gorgeous animal and put on quite a show for his audience. I 
was so excited to be close enough to get this photo.

Do you have advice to offer other club members? 
Enter the contests even if the work is not your best. I did not have 
great photos for every category, but tried to always enter something. 
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Is there a particular genre or aspect 
of photography that you most 
enjoy?
I love wildlife photography. My 
favorite is animals, but birds and 
landscapes are great too.

In what ways would you like to 
improve or direct your photography 
skills? 
I would like to learn more about 
photographing and editing people, 
and low light photography.
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Advanced Photographer of the Year 
Bill Webb
When and how did you become interested in 
photography? 
In the mid-1950s my father returned from overseas 
duty with slides he had taken using a manual 35mm 
camera.  He taught me the “Sunny 16” rule* and let 
me use his camera.  I was hooked.

What benefits do you most enjoy being a member 
of a photography club?
The greatest benefit of membership is the 
forming of friendships among the members 
and the opportunities to spend time with fellow 
photographers, whether in club meetings, on field 
trips or in other gatherings.  Another great part is 
the opportunity to learn from other members, from 
our judges and from our speakers. It all serves to 
make us better at our craft.

What is your favorite photograph 
you submitted into competition this 
year, and why is it a favorite? 
For the subject of “Silhouette” I was 
able to enter one of my favorite 
photos I’ve ever taken.  The photo 
is of our grandsons sitting quietly, 
side-by-side on a seawall watching 
the sunset over the ocean.  Like 
many brothers at their ages, it was a 
bit unusual for them to spend time 
together, much less quiet time.

Do you have advice to offer other 
club members? 
First, if you are not entering images 
in the monthly contests, do it!  You Br
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greater challenge than I imagined. Also, being an 
engineer by education and by inclination, I tend to 
like mastering the technical aspects of photography.  
Two types of photography feed that hunger – 
macrophotography and astrophotography.

In what ways would you like to improve or direct 
your photography skills? 
For many years I have been striving to do less 
of “recording” a scene and instead am trying to 
capture the “feeling” of the scene or place. While 
that is hard for this technically-inclined guy, I try to 
do that every time I go out.

(*) For proper exposure on a sunny day, using ASA 
100 film, set the aperture to f/16 and the shutter to 
1/100 second.

continued from previous page

will learn much from the experience.  Second, if 
you think a topic is beyond your ability, just try it. 
You will learn from it.  Third, if you don’t feel you 
can edit a photo well enough to enter a contest, 
ask another member how to make it better.  That 
person will be honored that you asked and will be 
glad to help you. Fourth, even though we all feel 
one camera is better than another (Nikon, Sony, 
Fuji, Canon etc.) remember that the best camera 
is the one you have with you.  My favorite photo 
mentioned above was taken with my iPhone. 

Is there a particular genre or aspect of 
photography that you most enjoy?
For the last 4 years, I have been learning about 
birds and how to photograph them.  It is a far 
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