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 The Artist Within
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David Downs is a photographer and educator 
based out of Plano, Texas.  His professional 
photography journey began in 2011 with his 
purchase of a Nikon D5100.  In 2023 he earned 
his CPP and began competing and submitting 
images for PPA Merits. In 2024 he earned his 
Master of Photography from PPA.  Together with 
his business partner, David has been leading 
workshops around the country since 2015.  His 
images have won multiple awards including Silver 
Yellow Rose Medal in 2023 and a Platinum Yellow 
Rose Medal in 2024 from the Texas Professional 
Photographers Association.  In 2019 he was 
selected as Artist of The Year by the Art Centre of 
Plano and his work hangs in numerous business 
and government buildings in the North Texas 
area.  He was recently elected as a PPA Councilor 
and is a PPA Juror in Training.  Separate from his 
workshop and educational work, David provides 
commercial photography work to various 
engineering and branding firms in the Dallas area.  

2025 Club Officers 

President Monte Zillinger

Vice President Anne Dyson

Secretary Larry Marx

Treasurer/Membership Jan Stout

Officers at Large Teresa Hughes, Bill Webb

2025 TAPC Committee Chairs 

Competition Mark Lenz

Judges Greg Richards

Newsletter Laura Richards, Kammi Barnard

Outings Bev Sharp, Jennifer Bell

Programs DeLania Truly, Carolyn Bobo

Web/Media Bruce Hutter

 Have something to contribute? 
Email Laura Richards: rci85@yahoo.com

www.trinityartsphotoclub.org

April Meeting
Date: Monday, April 28, 7:00 pm (CST)
Location: Generations Park, 2801 Forest 
Ridge Dr., Bedford 
Program Speaker: David Downs

He also occasionally accepts portrait commissions, 
and his image was selected as the Best Portrait of 
a Man in 2024 by TPPA.  Through his online gallery 
he has sold work to clients around the world.

Websites: www.daviddowns.com                    
www.bentondowns.com

Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Other):  
https://www.facebook.com/DavidLDowns  
https://www.facebook.com/PixelDave
https://www.instagram.com/pixeldave©
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Topic:  The Artist Within
How do we, as photographers, find our own voice?  How 
do we know what’s real and what’s just noise from all the 
expectations of a photographer in today’s world?  There 
are key steps a photographer can take to refine and filter 
the noise to hear their true artistic voice, it just takes a bit 
of thoughtful dialogue with yourself and your portfolio.  
It may mean changing old habits.  It may mean learning 
new tricks and approaches to creating a finished work.  
The Artist within you is capable and willing.  The results 
will be worth it. 20
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Meet our judges
Trinity Arts Photo Club Competitions
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April –Fences
Don’t get fenced in by this topic.  Be creative 
and find a fence that says “winning photo” 
and take the shot.  Walls and other similar 
structures need not apply.

May – Open
Entry Deadline - May 1, 2025
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera 
and/or with post-processing.

June – Flowers
Please submit photos with a flower or many 
flowers in this competition

July – The Great Outdoors
The name says it all.  Not the boring outdoors, 
or the mediocre outdoors, but the GREAT 
Outdoors.  Lots of subjects from the mountains 
to the sea and everything in between.  Just 
look for something

August – Night Scenes
Images for this competition will include any 
images taken from the evening blue hour until 
the morning blue hour. The sky is the limit on 
potential subjects you can choose from.

September – Open
“Open” means no assigned topic. We have free 
rein to challenge ourselves with the camera 
and/or with post-processing.

October – Procrastinator’s Delight
Topic will be chosen from a hat at the August 
meeting. Photos must be taken between 
the drawing and the October 1 competition 
deadline. No shooting ahead. No looking 
through archived photos. You have a limited 

window of time to take this competition topic.

November – Long Exposure
This competition calls for photos with exposure 
longer than 0.5 seconds and can include photos 
with ICM (intentional camera movement) or 
sharp images like nightscapes, night skies, or 
soft flowing waterfalls or waves in the sea.

December – Holiday Party

April
Andy Lay is an award-winning 
Master Photographer and FAA-
certified drone pilot based in 
Fort Worth. He spent 38 years at 
Lockheed Martin, retiring as an 
Engineering Senior Manager in 2016 
to pursue photography full-time.

Through the Professional Photographers of America 
(PPA), Andy is a Certified Professional Photographer and 
has earned the Master of Photography degree. His work 
has been recognized in PPA’s International Photographic 
Competition, earning Bronze, Gold, and Diamond Medals, 
eight Imaging Excellence awards, and recognition as a 
Grand Imaging Award finalist.

Andy specializes in aviation, travel, and landscape 
photography, blending technical precision with artistic 
storytelling. His images have been published by several 
publications.

View his work at www.andylay.com

Remember to vote for the 
People's Choice awards for April!

May
Rob Hull is a Certified Profes-
sional Photographer and 
owner of Coppell, Texas-based 
GreatPhotography. Rob started 
GreatPhotography over 20 
years ago and in that time has 
offered commercial, portrait, and 
freelance services to thousands of clients.

Rob has been a popular photography instructor with 
SMU's Continuing and Professional Education. In 
2016, Amherst Media published Rob's first book, How 
To Take Great Photographs. He has co-authored and 
contributed photographs for other books. Rob also hosts 
photography workshops throughout the world. In 2024, 
Rob was presented with the PPA National Award.

Find more about Rob Hull at: 
https://www.greatphotography.com

http://www.andylay.com
https://www.greatphotography.com
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Outings/Club News  
April Outing
Date: April 26th at 9:00 am
Location: Clark Gardens – 567 Maddux 
Road, Weatherford, TX 76088, but it is 
closer to Mineral Wells than Weatherford. 
Website: Clarkgardens.org
Admission: $10/adult, $8/senior 65+. No 
need to purchase in advance. A current 
membership card from the AHS or a 
participating garden entitles the visitor 
to a complimentary admission for one. 
No discounts are given for tours, classes, 
or member only events. More details are 
available on the website.

Let’s meet near the admissions booth.

Tripods may not interfere with other guests 
or block garden pathways.

Lunch: Mesquite Pit, 3915 US-180, Mineral 
Wells, TX 76167
For more information or to RSVP – contact 
Beverly Sharp, mickerly@ymail.com or text 
817-271-7899.

Dallas Arboretum Outing in March
Eight members had a fabulous time at the 
Dallas Blooms, taking photos of flowers, 
each other, sculptures and water features. 
The weather could not have been nicer and 
the tulips were in full bloom which made for 
great pictures and potential entries for our 
Flower category in June. After several hours 
at the arboretum, we met at the Smoky 
Rose for a delicious lunch. The food was a 
combination of Tex-Mex and barbeque.
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Thanks to our Outings chairperson, Beverly Sharp, for 
hosting the trip to the Dallas Arboretum.
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"This photo was taken in downtown Grapevine on Main Street at an outdoor shop 
near the railroad track. We were taking long exposure photos at night for a TAPC 
competition. The shop was closed, but there were a wide variety of spinning yard 
ornaments."
(5 sec, f/3.5, ISO:200, Cannon EOS Rebel T1i)

-  Greg Richards

Beginner
March Contest Winners – Motion

3rd Place      Cuba at the Tropicana Club   
Jennifer Bell

2nd Place & People’s Choice    Water Bulldozer   Monte Zillinger

1st Place     Whirlers     Greg Richards

Honorable Mention  
Hit Me    
Robert Sharp
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Advanced
March Contest Winners – Motion

"I captured this image on the Las 
Vegas strip from the top of the 
sidewalk over this intersection.  
I love the fact that it captures 
the cars coming and going, and 
represents the energy of a city 
that is constantly in motion."  

-  DeLania Truly

2nd Place   The Calm Before the Roar    Lynne Rogers Harris
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People’s Choice & Honorable Mention    
Color in Motion
Bill Webb

3rd Place     Rodeo Ballet-Chaos in Motion     Lana Macko
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People’s 
Choice
Award

1st Place     The City That is Always in Motion    DeLania Truly


